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COMING UP 
11. 4 "Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory," Benson Auditorium, 
7 & 9 p.m. 
11.5 Disc Golf Tournament, Searcy 
Sports Complex, 8:30 o.m. 
11.5 Reading of the "Iliad," 
American Studies Room 200, 
9 o.m. -9 p.m. 
11.5 Outreach America Workshop, 
Mdnteer 353, 10 o.m. -Noon 
11.5 Football vs. Ouachita Baptist, 
2 p.m. 
11.5 Thinkfost Gomeshow, Student 
Center, 7 p.m. 
11.6 Social Club Bid Doy 
11.6 Christion Academy Choral 
Festival Concert, Benson 
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 
11.7 - 11.11 Club Week 
11.7 - 11.8 Spring Sing 2006 Hosts 
and Hostesses Auditions, 
Benson Auditorium, 7 p.m. 
Help us help you. 
Send o calendar of your events to 
thebison@hording.edu. 
•SPRING 2006 REGISTRATION-
11.7 Graduate students, 
Honors Scholars and 
seniors 
11.8 Juniors 
11. 9 Sophomores 
11.10 Freshmen 
Registration begins at noon. 
tNUTRITION QUESTIONS WANTEDe 
Two dietetics majors will 
be answe rmg questions from 
readers in a health column in 
the Dec. 9 issue of the Bison. 
All health questions s hould 
be e-mailed to amsmith@hard-
ing.edu by Dec.1. 
A HARDI NG UNIVERSITY STUD ENT PUB LICATION============ 
~ ENTERTAINMENT 
Insight on childhood 
classic 'The Giving 
Tree' 
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National board awards Harding professor 
Ken Stamatis receives Advocate for Education award for work with school teachers 
ANDREW LEEPER 
student reporter · 
Ken Stamatis, director of Harding's 
Graduate Reading Program, received 
the Advocate for Education award 
Oct. 15 from the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards for 
his dedication and contribution to the 
field of education. 
"I was surprised , flattered and 
humbled that these high-quality, creme 
de la creme teachers would honor me 
with this award," Stamatis said. 
Dr. Clara Carroll, chair of profes-
sional field services in the education 
department and president of the board 
forthe NBPTS'sArkansas affiliate, said 
this award makes Stamatis a National 
Board Certified Teacher. 
CHELSEA ROBERSON/The Bison 
"His ability to lead, instruct others, 
and carry them on to the next level 
is amazing. He has all the leadership 
traits that we all desire to have when it 
comes to people. It's just really beauti-
ful to see." 
Some of Stamatis' students saidthese 
traits set him apart in the classroom, 
as well. Senior Meredith Jones said 
schools almost anywhere .are likely 
to hire graduates who went through 
Harding's reading program, and she 
attributes much of this to Stamatis. 
"He is very passionate about read-
ing," Jones said. "That gets me and 
everyone excited about it." 
Carroll said being a National Board 
Certified teacher is a rigorous and 
time-consuming task. 
"Only an elite number of teachers 
actually do this," Carroll said. "[But] 
studies have shown that students that 
are taught by National Board Certi-
fied teachers made greater gains in 
achievement than students taught by 
non-National Board teachers." 
"[Stamatis] received this award be-
cause of his work with middle school 
t eachers," Carroll said. "He travels 
the state doing consultant work and 
training with middle school t eachers, 
and raising the awareness of educa-
tion and the importance of teachers 
in the classroom in regards to student 
achievement." 
Stamatis said his main goal as an 
educator is t o see Arkansas lead the 
nation in reading education. 
Dr. Clara Carroll, associate professor of education, presents the Advocate for Education 
award to Ken Stamatis, assistant professor of education, Oct. 15 for his training of middle 
school teachers and advocacy of the importance of teachers. Jn addition to receiving the award, 
Stamatis also became a National Board Certified teacher. 
Stamatis said he is also chairperson 
of Arkansas' National Board Advisory 
Committee, a legislative body that dis-
penses funds for the National Board 
Certification process. 
aware of that." 
"I would like Harding to be at the 
forefront of that push," Stam.atis said. 
'We are making great strides in literacy 
education and the natio11's becqmi~g-
Carroll said Stamatis is seen as a 
leader to many people and has put 
together a large group of followers. 
president of the student body wh~n I In addition to this most recent 
was a student at Harding, and he has award, Stamatis received the Milken 
always b een a leader in anything he National Educator Award in 1996 and 
has been involved in," Mike Wood, the Arkansas Public Hero award in 
assistant professor of education, said. J._997,., the biogrmhy..Sai..<l.. Q "I can remember [Staniatis] as 
,.-. - ... - ·~ .} 'T .., • • ,. I I ' -.. .... .. . 
Hussein under fire 
BRIDGET GIRTON 
staff writer 
Iraqi courts in Baghdad began 
trying Saddam Hussein , form er 
leader oflraq, on Oct. 19. Hussein, 
along with seven others, is being 
tried for the 1982 killing of about 
15 0 m en and boys in the Shiite 
village ofDujail. An Oct. 27 Japan 
Times Online editorial said that , 
while the evidence for this case is 
stronger than for the other cases, 
Hussein is expected to face trial for 
other killings and imprisonments 
that took place under his regime. 
Dr. Paul Haynie, professor of 
history, said he thinks that Hussein 
should be tried for these crimes 
even if they took place more than 
2 0 years ago. 
"If you committed past murders 
like this, I don't think that's some-
thing that should ever be forgotten," 
Haynie said . "I don't care how old 
it is. There's no statute of limita-
tions on something like that." 
Hussein 's trial serves as a test 
for the new 
took over Iraq, put in a democracy 
and the leader that was the dicta-
tor is being tried for the crimes he 
committed against t h e people," 
Thompson said. "It r epresents a 
government of the people." 
Hussein's trial has been compared 
to the Nuremburg trials that took 
place after World WarII. Accord-
ing to Haynie, the difference is that 
Hussein is being tried by his own 
people. 
"I think it'~ very rare that you 
see a people try its leaders," Haynie 
said. ''You have a chance to actu-
ally put their former leader on trial 
and make him answer for crimes 
against the people. So, that h asn 't 
happen e d too often in hist ory. 
That's kind of unique, and I think 
it's good that it can happen ." 
J apan Times Online said that like 
trials after WWII, these trials will 
reflect the past events that occurred 
during Hussein's r eign, and will 
underscore the differences between 
the old and new regimes. 
Thompson hopes this trial can 
FILE PHOTO!fhe Bison 
h elp relieve 
some of the 
fear she saw 
in a l o t o f 
Iraqis. 
government 
in Iraq, ac-
cprdingtothe 
Japan Times 
Online. The 
editorial said 
that while 
Hussein and 
seven others 
a re the de-
fendants of 
record , the 
real focus is 
the t ribunal 
itself - its 
l egitim acy 
and , by ex-
tension, that 
of the current 
government 
in Iraq. Jus-
tice is impor-
Former president Saddam Hussein is fea-
tured on the front of the Iraqi 25-dinar note. Hus-
sein is being tried by Iraqi courts for the deaths 
of about 150 men and boys. 
"A l o t 
of the p oor 
Iraqis h ave 
s uch a fea r 
of Hussein, 
and for them 
to be able to 
see h im be-
ing tried by 
the peopl e 
coul d e m -
powerthem," 
Th o m pson 
said. 
.Acrording 
to an Oct. 31 
Middle East 
t ant to Iraq now more than ever. 
Senior Nicki Thompson served in 
Iraq with combat medics in October 
200 3, and she thinks this trial is 
a representation of how the new 
government is more representa-
tive. 
"It might prove how democracy 
is just in some cases because th ey 
J 
Times article, 
100 Iraqi women dressed in black 
abayas marched in Najaf, the holy 
Shia city, demanding Hussein be 
put to death. The women carried 
banners r eading, "Th e cries of 
martyrs ech o st ill; we demand 
the death of Saddam Hussein." 
The b anners also had photos of 
victims, the a rticle said. c 
CHEl.SEA ROBERSON/The Bison 
The Daily Citizen, Searcy's newspaper, commissioned Red Brick Studio, Harding's graphic 
design student organization, to paint a mural in Citizen Park chronicling different time periods of 
the town. Assistant Professor of Art Stacy Schoen designed the mural. 
Students paint downtoJn mural 
KARYN KISER 
staff writer 
Red Brick Studio, the 
graphic design student 
organization on campus, is 
nearing the completion of 
a mural commissioned by 
The Daily Citizen and the 
city of Searcy. The· mural is 
being painted in downtown 
Searcy in Citizen Park, the 
form er site of The Daily 
Citizen . 
Daniel Adams, associate 
professor of art, and Stacy 
Schoen, assistant professor 
of art, are the faculty spon-
sors who were contacted 
by the city t o work on the 
project . 
Schoen has designed the 
project and is in charge of 
over seeing the students 
who a re working on it. 
The mural consists of the 
three different mastheads 
used by the Citizen over 
the 50 years it has been 
in print. 
"It has been 
rewarding to give 
something to the 
community that 
will remain beyond 
just the four years 
we are around," 
Chad Nicholson, a 
senior graphic de-
contnbution to the city and 
to downtown." 
What was once a pile 
' of rubble in the 
sign major, said . SCHOEN 
Nicholson, along 
with approximately . 
former site of the 
local newspaper 
has turned into a 
patio for commu-
nity gatherings. 
The location has 
already been the 
site of several lo-
cal events since 
the transforma-
15 other students, has spent 
nearly two weeks on this 
project. 
"I feel like the park itself 
is a great gathering pla:ce for 
students to have events," 
Leslie Richardson, program 
coordinator with Searcy's 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment, said. "With the 
tion started. 
The reconstruction of 
the area has been done 
at the same time, if not in 
correlation, with the Main 
Street America project of 
which Searcy is a part. The 
mural is the final step in 
completing the park. c 
Harding students working Studerat reporter J. Cliff Ganus 
on the mural, it's a great contributed'to this article. 
" 
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Pure journalism 
Anonymity robs stories of credibility 
R ecently I assigned students in the yearbook practicum course a four- to five-page paper. Thetopicwassimple: 
What is journalism? At least 
it should have been simple. 
The more I started thinking, the 
more I realized the topic is not so 
easy. According to Answers.com, 
there are 18 kinds of journalism: 
advocacy, alternative, broadcast, 
business, citizen, computer-assisted, 
gonzo, electronic, investigative, 
literary, muckraking, new, online, 
photo, sports, tabloid, trade and 
yellow journalism. 
Answers.com gave this defini-
tion for journalism: "The style of 
writing characteristic of material 
in newspapers and magazines, 
consisting of direct presentation 
of facts or occurrences with little 
attempt at analysis or interpreta-
tion." 
New journalism is "journalism 
that is characterized by 
RENEE LEWIS 
Faculty 
Voices 
the Plame case. Some say it served 
Miller right after using unreli-
able sources regarding the WMD 
story. 
"Much of the antiwar crowd, 
which blamed Miller's Iraq report-
ing about WMD for stoking the 
widespread belief that Saddam 
Hussein was harboring WMD, is 
delighted by her sentence," Parker 
said. "Miller's now-notorious WMD 
stories were later revealed to have 
been based on unreliable sources. 
It happens." 
"It happens," Parker said. 
Y es,yes, it does. However, 
professional journalists 
the reporter's subjective 
interpretations and 
often features fictional 
dramatized elements 
· to emphasize personal 
involvement." Yellow 
journalism is '1ournalism 
that exploits, distorts or 
exaggerates the news 
to create sensations 
If Scooter wants 
to rat out Plame 
in the New York 
Times, then let 
should not casually ac-
cept that statement. 
Call me a purist, but 
if I can't prove beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that 
something is fact, it won't 
go to print. That's why I 
stretched so far when I put 
Kelley, Blair and Miller 
him. But his name 
had better be 
attached. 
and attract readers. " 
Both definitions are from Answers. 
com. 
It seems to me the lines are a bit 
blurred. Those of us who practice 
journalism are to present the facts. 
That's it. I'm not so sure my col-
leagues in this business get it right 
all the time. Jack Kelley. Jayson 
Blair. Even Judith Miller. 
Miller, aNew York Times reporter, 
was jailed July 7 for 86 days for 
not revealing sources concerning 
the leak in the Valerie Plame case. 
Plame, a former undercover CIA 
agent, was revealed by Chicago 
Sun-Times columnist Robert Novak 
in 2003. 
Miller was released Sept 29 after 
Vice President Dick Cheney's now-
former Chief of Staff Lewis "Scooter" 
Libby reaffirmed a confidentiality 
release. Speculation arose throughout 
2003 and 2004 that Libby could 
have been a leak in the case. Libby 
was indicted by a grand jury Oct. 
28. He is charged with obstruction 
of justice, perjury and making false 
statements. Libby resigned shortly 
after the announcement. 
In addition to the Plame case, 
Miller has often been criticized for 
her reporting regarding weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq. Townhall. 
com columnist Kathleen Parker 
said many conservative journalists 
were thrilled Miller was jailed for 
FACES IN THE CROWD 
Kim Toliver, senior 
in the same category. 
I don't care how much 
Miller defended her confidential, 
anonymous sources. Profession-
als who are teaching journalism 
students that the practice of using 
confidential, anonymous sources is 
OK need to re-evaluate what they 
teach; it robs stories and "facts" of 
all credibility. 
If Scooter wants to rat out Plame 
in the New York Times, then let 
him. But his name had better be 
attached. The media world will be 
a much happier place once anony-
mous and confidential sources are 
outlawed. Maybe we can get back to 
Pure Journalism - the 19th kind: 
"The style of writing characteristic 
of material in newspapers and 
magazines, consisting of direct 
presentation of facts or occurrences 
with little attempt at analysis or 
interpretation." 
By the way, congratulations 
to the Bison staff for r eceiving 
second place in the four-year, non-
weekly broadsheet "Best of Show" 
category at the National College 
Media Convention in Kansas City 
last weekend. That's a great honor 
for a staff committed to practicing 
Pure Journalism. a 
RENEE LEWIS is the director of student 
publications. She may be contacted at 
relewis@harding.edu. 
Hometown: Paducah, Ky. 
Major: Youth and Family Ministry 
Favorite food: Hunt's Snack Pack chocolate 
pudding 
Cake or brownies? Cake 
Favorite Movie: "Heavyweights" 
Singing in the shower, car or both? Both 
Favorite old Nickelodeon show: "Salute Your Shorts" 
Apples or bananas? Apples 
Favorite Britney Spears song: 'The instrumental part on 
'Toxic' ... nothing that actually includes her singing." 
Beach or mountains? Beach 
Favorite drink at Sonic: Cherry Limeade 
If you could fight any cartoon character, who would 
you fight? "I love all cartoons!" 
Favorite shape: Dodecagon 
HAPPENINGS 
SUNDAY 11.6 TUESDAY 11.8 
WEEKLY WINDOW 
IN & OUT: NEWS TO KNOW 
Bush nominates new candidate 
President Bush nam~d federal appeals court judge 
Samuel A. Alito Jr. as a replacement candidate Oct. 31 for 
retiririg U.S. Supreme Court associate 
justice Sandra Day O'Connor. The an-
nouncement closely followed the Oct. 27 
withdrawal of former nominee Harriet 
Miers. 
According to a press release from the 
U.S. State Department, in addition t o,. 
his 15 years with the Third U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Alito has experience 
arguing 12 cases before the Supreme 
Court as an assistant to the U.S. solici- AUTO 
tor general; he also served as a federal 
prosecutor. Bush has asked for confirmation hearings to 
be completed by the end of 2005. Until her replacement 
is confirmed, O'Connor will remain on the Court. 
Blood donation opportunities announced 
The American Red Cross has announced local blood 
donation opportunities for the month of November. In-
dividuals may donate blood on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from noon until 6 p.m. at the White County Medical Center, 
3109 W. Moore. Other blood donation sites and times for 
Searcy are as follows: 
11.06 Wal-Mart, 3509 E. Race 1-7 p.m. 
11.07 Hammon Student Center 3-8 p.m. 
11.08 Hammon Student Center 3-8 p.m. 
11.10 Hammon Student Center 3-8 p.m. 
11.20 Wal-Mart, 3509 E. Race 1-7 p.m. 
11.23 Goody's, 3005 E. Race 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Donors must be at least 17 years of age, weigh a mini-
mum of 110 pounds, be in general good health and not 
have taken aspirin within 48 hours prior to the time of 
donation. For more information, contact the American 
Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE. 
United States pays contractors in dinars 
The U.S. military has started paying Iraqi contractors 
with the dinar, the Iraqi 
currency, instead of Ameri-
can dollars. The new use 
of the currency is hoped 
to improve the economy 
of Iraq by promoting lo-
cal banks. This change is 
Iraqi Dinar intended to combat the 
soaring costs of security 
in the Iraqi reconstruction project, as well as improve 
safety for contractors who will no longer have to carry 
large amounts of cash after being paid for goods and ser-
vices. The change will also limit the amount of dollars in 
the region, in turn limiting money that could be used by 
insurgents, U.S. financial officer Major Richard Santiago 
said in a Nov. 1 Aljazeera.net article. 
Disc golf tournament to be held 
Searcy Parks and Recreation is adding disc golf, also 
known as Frisbee golf, to its lineup. A disc golf course 
has been set up at the Searcy Sports Complex, beginning 
and ending near the basketball courts, and is open during 
daylight hours year round. 
A disc golf tournament will be held Nov. 5 at the Searcy 
Sports Complex. Registration for the tournament opens at 
8:30 a.m. Participants may also call Parks and Recreation 
at 279-1010 to preregister. 
Harding Spring 2006 registration scheduled 
Registration times for the spring 2006 semester have 
been announced. Students may register for classes according 
to the following scheduie: seniors and graduate students, 
Monday, Nov. 7; juniors, Tuesday, Nov. 8; sophomores, 
Wednesday, Nov. 9; and freshmen, Thursday, Nov. 10. All 
registration slots open at noon. 
To view Spring 2006 course schedules, visit Campus 
Pipeline and click on "View HU Course Schedules." To 
register online for classes, click on "My HU Info," then 
"Student and Financial Aid," then "Registration." The 
University recommends that all undergraduate students 
visit with their advisers before registering for classes. 
Cheney names two to fill vacant position 
Vice President Dick Cheney named 
attorney David Addington, former counseL 
as chief of staff and John P. Hannah, 
former deputy national security advisor, 
as national security adviser Oct. 31 after 
I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby, who previously 
held the positions, resigned. 
Libby resigned Oct. 28 after being 
indicted on charges involving the revela-
tion of the identity of an undercover CIA 
officer. Charges against Libby include 
obstruction of justice, perjury to a grand LIBBY 
jury and making false statements to FBI 
agents. 
According to an Oct. 31 ABC News article, if convicted, 
Libby could face a sentence of 30 years in prison and $i.25 
million in fines. 
Holocaust commemorative day established 
The U.N. General Assembly adopted a resolution 
Nov. 1 to create the first International Day of Commemo-
ration for victims of the Nazi Holocaust. 
According to a Nov. 1 Seattle Post-Intelligencer article, 
the resolution emphasizes both "the duty to remember" and 
"the duty to educate." It rejects any denial of the Holocaust, 
in which 6 million Jews, among others, were killed on the 
orders of Adolf Hitler, Germany's wartime Nazi leader. 
The resolution has 104 co-sponsors; Israel ambassador 
Dan Gillerman said. 
The International Day of Commemoration will be held 
Jan. 27. 
. ··.~ 
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New measures considered to regulate social clubs 
DANIEL CACERES 
student reporter 
With the end of club visita-
tion Oct. 20, social clubs are 
getting ready for Club Week, 
which is scheduled to start 
Nov. 7. But, according to 
some club officers, visitation 
yielded unexpected results, 
and the Inter-Club Council 
has considered new measures 
to effectively regulate the 31 
clubs on campus. 
Dustin Vyers, director of 
student life, said the increase 
in clubs over the last few years 
has resulted in classes of ap-
plicants being divided, mostly 
because some new clubs are 
too similar to others. 
"Dealing with 31 clubs is 
strenuous for potential ap-
plicants," Vyers said. "There 
are so many clubs with the 
same personality that ap-
plicants have a difficult time 
deciding." 
Vyers also said, because 
Homecoming Bonfire 
of the large number of clubs, 
some clubs are struggling to 
find sponsors. 
Vyers said the ICC, in a Nov. 
1 meeting, voted unanimously 
to prohibit the formation of 
new clubs this year. 
"It will be open for discus-
sion after Club Week ends 
whether or not we extend 
the club formation limiting 
period," Vyers said. 
Vyers said small clubs are 
also hurt by students' gravita-
tion to larger clubs. 
"When students walk into 
Open House, they see large 
numbers and go toward them 
instinctively," Vyers said. 
Likewise, some clubs ex-
pressed disappointment at the 
outcomes of visitation. Senior 
Mike Parsons, president of Chi 
Sigma Alpha, said there are 
reasons for why attendance 
for his club was low. 
"Visitation started on a bad 
day, a Friday," Parsons said. 'We 
had World Mission Workshop 
scheduled for that weekend, 
and most club members were 
involved in personal activities. 
Unfortunately, club members 
had to schedule visitation for 
a time after the weekend it 
started." 
Other clubs, however, were 
pleased with visitation. Senior 
Danielle Horn, vice president 
of Delta Gamma Rho, said the 
turnout of visitation helped 
her club choose a stronger 
Club Week class. 
"At this point, Delta Gamma 
Rho is welcoming small num-
bers," Horn said. "[Visitation] 
helped us find the girls who 
were determined to find a 
spot in our club." 
alone," Parsons said. "Things 
came across so fast and unex-
pectedly that we didn't know 
what to do. Fortunately, our 
class turned out to be guys 
who could really represent 
our club." 
Even though the results of 
visitation have differed per 
club, Vyers said Club Week 
is still expected to create the 
same results for all clubs. 
According to Harding 
University's Social Club Hand-
book, social club hopefuls 
are required to complete all 
scheduled activities each club 
has planned; otherwise, they 
might be withdrawn from the 
process. 
Parsons said the expecta-
tions of the new Club Week 
are varied and difficult to 
assess at this point. 
"After we recognized the 
outcome of visitation, it 
took us [Chi Sigma Alpha] a 
little while to realize that the 
problem was not in our 9lub 
Club Week is scheduled to 
start Monday, Nov. 7, after 
bid day, Nov. 6, and last to 
Friday, Nov. 11. 
Vyers said 938 students 
applied to the Fall 2004 social 
club process. This year, 941 
students have applied, and 
53 have withdrawn . a 
RUSSELL KECK/Petit Jean 
Brian Bush, assistant dean of students, speaks to current and prospec-
tive members Oct. 27 at the TNT Traditions second round mixer. Some 
clubs were disappointed by low attendance during visitation, though some 
were pleased with small numbers as it helped them determine a stronger 
Club Week class. 
Marathons benefit young patients 
MELISSA MCDONALD 
assistant news editor 
St. Jude's Research 
Hospital, in cooperation 
with the Memphjs Run-
ners Track Club, will 
host three races Dec. 3 
in Memphis, according to 
the St. Jude marathon's 
Web site, stjudemarathon. 
org, and some Harding 
students have decided 
to participate. The races 
are the annual 26.2-mile 
marathon, the annual 
13.1-mile half-marathon, 
and a 3.1-mile run called 
the Memphis Grizzlies 5K, 
new this year. 
The Web site said all 
proceeds from the marathon 
and half-marathon benefit 
St. Jude's, and proceeds 
from the Memphis Grizzlies 
5K benefit the Memphis 
Grizzlies House, a short-
term housing facility for 
St. Jude's patients. 
that I've said I'm going 
to do something and 
am actually doing it." 
Fitzgerald said one 
of the most important 
things she has learned is 
where her strength comes 
from. 
"Any running we can 
do is because of the divine 
strength empowering us," 
she said. 
Jerkins said it's impor-
tant to support 
"I've always loved to 
run, and this gave me a 
new purpose to do so," 
she said. "I want to run 
a half-marathon again, 
perhaps next fall. There 
is one in Florence when 
I will be over there with 
the [HUF study] abroad 
program." 
Ridinger said it has been 
her life goal to complete 
a marathon. 
"I hope to 
a cause like St. 
Jude's. 
"I think that 
everyone knows 
at least one 
person who does 
have cancer, 
or indi rectly . 
knows a child 
who is suffering 
"It has an emotional 
impact on your 
family. You don't 
gain self-dis-
cipline and a 
sense of accom-
plishment," she 
said. "I want to 
be an example 
to other people, 
to tell them 'you 
can do it.'" 
from cancer," 
know what it's like 
until you go 
through it." 
EMILY RIDINGER 
sophomore 
She said her 
purpose for run-
ning the marathon comes 
from a deeper source. 
your family. You don't 
know what it's like until 
you go through it. My 
passion and awareness 
have increased because 
of this." 
According to t he St. 
Jude's Web site, the hos-
pital, located in Memphis; 
Tenn., was founded by 
Danny Thomas and opened 
in 1962. It focuses on 
finding cures for pediatric 
illnesses, specifically pe-
diatric cancers and other 
terminal illnesses. The 
facility is funded primar-
ily by public donations, 
and patients are treated 
regardless of the family's 
ability to pay. 
RUSSELL KECK/Petit Jean 
Two students talk while the Homecoming bonfire blazes behind them during the Bison Bash 
Oct. 28. The Bison Bash included the bonfire, a car bash, a live band and a beat-boxing 
competition, which senior Scott Dutile and junior Parker Goats won. 
Seniors Julie Fitzgerald 
and Rebecca Jerkins are 
running the half-mara-
thon. For both girls, this 
is their first race. 
Fitzgerald said one of 
the great things about a 
marathon is following 
"through with reaching a 
goal. 
she said. "Cancer aware-
ness is huge now, and it 
seems like so much more 
research and funding are 
going toward finding a 
cure and helping advance 
treatment. Paying a $40 
entry fee doesn't seem like 
as much money since it 
helps support St. Jude." 
Sophomores Monica 
Helton and Mary Emily 
Ridinger are running the 
full marathon. 
"I worked two years as 
a counselor at a camp for 
kids that have or have had 
cancer," she said. "The 
money goes to benefit the 
hospital. I'm passionate 
about the kids and their 
well-being." 
She said her most per-
sonal connection, however, 
is her dad. 
The Web site also said 
the Memphis Grizzlies 
House, located on the 
St. Jude campus, was 
established in January 
2004 with a $5 million 
pledge from the Memphis 
Grizzlies basketball team 
toward its construction. 
The facility is designed 
for short-term stay - ap-
proximately one to seven 
days. 
Registration fees for 
the marathons range from 
$40 to $85, depending on 
which race and date of 
registration. Participants 
can register by accessing 
a form at stjudemarathon. 
org. See the Web site for 
specific times and starting 
lines. a 
send letters to the editor:: thebison@harding.edu 
we want to know your thoughts. 
"To have something set 
out and planned is really 
cool," she said. "It's just 
really cool to be following 
through with my word, 
Helton said she ran 
the Nashville half-mara-
thon before, but she 
has always wanted to 
run a full marathon. 
"My dad has leukemia," 
she said. "[Since he was 
diagnosed], I have been 
more involved in fund-
raisers for cancer. It has 
an emotional impact on 
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Courses offered online 
Graduate programs reach off campus 
ANDREW LEEPER 
student reporter 
Online graduate degree 
programs in the College ofBible 
and Religion and the College 
of Business Admiriistration at 
Harding are currently avail-
able. 
"We are in the process of 
getting authorization to of-
fer [the Master of Ministry 
program] entirelyonline," Dr. 
Bill Richardson, director of 
graduate Bible studies, said. 
Richardson said COBR plans 
to seek permission to grant 
the degree for those who take 
all of their courses online 
in the Master of Ministry 
program. 
Authorization comes from 
the North Central Association 
Commission on Accreditation · 
and School Improvement, an 
accreditation agency that ac-
credits all programs at Harding. 
Online classes are offered as 
a result of this, Richardson 
said. 
"If you are graduating in 
December and your spouse 
is not, and you want to stay 
in Searcy for that reason, 
you can begin the program 
on campus and complete the 
program online," he said. 
About 40 percent of students 
enrolled are recent graduates, 
40 percent are ministers and 
20 percent are people who 
want to improve their ability to 
serve in the church, he said. 
According to a graduate 
programs brochure produced 
by COBR, three classes are 
currently offered online for the 
Master of Ministry program. 
These are Christian Ministry 
in Contemporary Context, 
taught by Dr. Monte Cox, as-
sistant professor ofBible; Bible 
Interpretation for Ministers, 
taught by Dr. Bill Lambert, 
professor ofBible; and Christian 
Communication, which is not 
entirely online, taught by Kelly 
Elander, assistant professor 
of communication. 
COBA has a similar online 
program offering graduate level 
classes, Bryan Burks, dean of 
COBA, said. 
"COBA currently has a few 
undergraduate classes online 
during the summer as part of 
an experimental online sum-
mer program," Burks said. "We 
have offered graduate classes 
since 1998. Up until this year, 
students were allowed to take 
50 percent of their classes 
online. 
"This past year, we put in 
a proposal for a fully online 
Masters of Business Admin-
istration, and were approved. 
[by the NCA CASI]." 
The MBA program has been 
offered fully online since August, 
Burks said, but most students 
take a hybrid approach. This 
means some of the classes are 
taken online, and some in the 
classroom. 
COBA reported that they 
have students from all over the 
country who are taking these 
classes, because students now 
have the option of taking all 
of their classes online. 
"All of our core online 
classes were full," Burks said. 
"Our graduate enrollment 
has increased 30 percent this 
year." 
Graduate MBA student Carla 
Stevens said online courses 
are convenient to her as the 
mother of a 2-year-old. 
"It's been an answer to a 
prayer," Stevens said. "Before 
the online MBA, I [wouldn't 
have been] able to stay home 
with [my daughter] Grace. I 
would have had to juggle her 
between my class schedule, [my 
husband] Charlie's schedule 
and a babysitter. This way, 
I'm able to stay home with 
her and still go to school." 
COBA is accredited by the 
Association of Collegiate Busi-
ness Schools and Programs, 
as well as the NCA. 
More information can be 
learned about the master's 
program in the COBR through 
their Web site at www.harding. 
edu/mmin/index.php. More 
information can be learned 
about COBA's MBA program 
at www. harding.edu/MBA.a 
Students complete degrees 
LINDSEY LOWE 
student reporter 
Harding's degree completion 
program, centered in North little 
Rock, gained faculty approval in 
May of this year and welcomed 
its first group of students in 
September, according to Keith 
Cronk, vice president of informa-
tion technology and associate 
professor of business. 
Each course, ata cost of $270 
per credit hour, is taught over 
asix-weekpe-
riodon Thurs-
day evenings 
at Harding's 
professional 
development 
center, Cronk 
said. 
CRONK To be eligible 
for enrollment, 
a student must 
have a minimum of 60 credit 
hours and be at least 23 years 
old. 
Three courses are currently 
offered online, including two 
Bible courses, Teachings of 
Christ and a wisdom literature 
course, as well as an information 
technology course. Therefore, of 
the 50 credit hours required for 
degree completion, only eight of 
them can be completed online 
at this time, Cronk said. 
"We would love to have [the 
program] all online," Cronk 
said. 'That is something that, 
in time, we hope to achieve." 
Cronk said he is generally 
pleased with the direction in 
which the program is mov-
ing. 
'Wehave17studentsenrolled, 
which we are happy with, con-
sidering the short time we've 
been operating," Cronk said. 
"It gives us a chance to really 
fine-tune our operation as well. 
We're targeting to have about 
100 people in the program 
this time next year, and when 
we move to online, I think the 
sky's the limit." 
Cronk said no date has been 
set for a move to online. 
The program targets a different 
type of student than does the 
Searcy campus. It is designed 
for students who need a way to 
complete their degrees while 
working, Cronk said. The new 
degree completion program 
gives these students a chance to 
finish their degrees in a timely 
fashion. 
"The group of people we 
have in mind when we offer this 
program are people who have 
come to college that may have 
already finished their as.sociate's 
degree, or that, for some reason 
or another, didn't get to finish 
their degree," Cronk said. 'They 
may have gotten married, they 
have a family, and they are in 
their jobs. [But] you reach a 
thebison@harding.edu 
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point in your job where you 
go, 'For me to go any further, 
I need to finish my degree.' " 
The program is characterized 
by the flexibility it provides for 
students who, for whatever 
reason, are unable to drop ev-
erything and come to Harding, 
Cronk said. 
Bonnie Manor, office manager 
for the Harding School of Bibli-
cal Studies, is completing the 
Leadership and Management 
degree program. 
"I am completing my first 
class, both Teachings of [Christ] 
online with Tim Westbrook, 
and then I attend a class in 
little Rock, Marketing, which 
Dr. Jon Roberts is teaching," 
Manor said. "I am grateful 
that Harding and Keith Cronk 
have put together the degree 
completion plan so that I can 
finish my college work." r 
Cronk said this program is 
defined by the intensive study 
it requires. Since the entire 
class is taught over a period of 
six weeks, he said he feels the 
students involved are notably 
motivated and driven. He also 
said he notices in many of the 
students an abilityto directly ap-
ply the information learned. 
Course and teacher evalua-
tions are held at the close of each 
six-week class, and Cronk said 
feedback has been consistently 
positive. a 
CHELSEA ROBERSON!rhe Bison 
Junior Jessie Ellis hands a lollipop to 2-year-old Aidan Brinsfield in Searcy Hall Oct. 31, Halloween night. 
Harding opened its residence halls at 6:30 p.m. to trick-or-treaters. 
Unwed pregnancies on the rise 
DENNIS MCCARTY 
news editor 
Last year, 35.7 percent of 
all births in the United States 
were to unmarried women, 
constituting about LS million 
babies out of the 4 million that 
were born, according to an Oct. 
29 USA Today article. Data 
cited in the article also showed 
that, of mothers aged 20-24, 55· 
percent were unmarried. 
COCHRAN 
Dr. Ross Co-
. chran, associ-
". ate professor 
of Bible, said 
the increase 
of unwed preg-
nancies in the 
early 20s age 
range may be 
due to couples 
waiting longer 
than before to 
get married, or more couples 
choosing to live together unmar-
ried - or cohabitating - than 
before. 
Arordingtoastudyby Rutgers 
University's National Marriage 
Project, the number of unmar-
ried cohabiting couples in the 
United States increased by close 
to 1,000 percent between 1960 
and 1998, and cohabitation is 
most common among younger 
people in lower educational and 
income levels. 
Though cohabiting couples 
see their living together as a 
kind of "trial run," the NMP 
study said evidence indicates 
that people who live together 
before marriage are more likely 
to break up after the wedding. 
Scott Adair, assistant profes-
sor of Bible, said he thinks this 
scientific conclusion has stumbled 
onto "divine reality." 
"God reveals himself as one 
who covenants with his people," 
Adair said. "He is a God who 
risks covenantal relationship, 
and he has created us in his im-
age to be covenantal, relational 
beings. Marriage is perhaps the 
most vivid expression of this 
divine way of loving. 
"Cohabitation seeks intimacy 
without commitment, which 
short-circuits our design. It is 
a pseudo-intimacy. It is an at-
tempt to tap into the benefits of 
commitment without assuming 
the risk." 
Cochran said ifhe were reach-
ing outto a non-Christian couple 
who rejected the institution of 
marriage, he would approach 
them with an invitation to 
Christ. 
"If they professed to be 
Christians, however, I would 
approach them on the basis of 
marriage as a covenant, and the 
Christian life as a covenantal 
life," Cochran said. 
Senior Kelly Pollard, a so-
cial work major specializing in 
child and family welfare, said 
she believes the institution of 
marriage is in decline. 
"I personally believe that 
people don't have respect for 
marriage, because they've seen 
a lot of dysfunctional marriages 
and get discouraged," Pollard 
said. "They quit believing in the 
'happily-ever-after' illusion." 
Pollard also r eferred to 
"Exploring Child Welfare: A 
Practice Perspective," a book 
byCynthiaCrosson-Tower. The 
book states, "In the 21St century, 
marriage has become an option 
rather than an expectation in 
the lives of most young adults. 
Increasingly, couples choose 
either to live together or merely 
date while bringing a child into 
the world. 
"If this relationship termi-
nates - which is often the case, 
given the lack of expectation of 
permanence - children often 
become the total responsibility 
of their mothers." 
,,.. Pollard a(stthe fack of a 
father figure in a family is likely 
to hurt development of a child's 
relationship skills, particularly 
if the child is female. 
"A lot of our learning comes 
from the way we relate to our 
parents," Pollard said. "It has 
a huge detrimental impact on 
a child if a father's .not there." 
Referring to another Cros-
son-Tower book entitled "Un-
derstanding Child Abuse .and 
Neglect," Pollard said a child 
of a single mother is also more 
likely to be sexually abused 
because of the lack of a stable 
'male in the family. 
Pollard said she and three 
other students - seniors Laurel 
McKinnon, Sarah McKeever and 
CatherineManeiro- areworl<ing 
on a project for the social work 
department's Community Prad:ire 
course that involves developing 
a life skills training program for 
residents of El Dorado, Ark. 
Pollard said 42 percent oflive 
births in El Dorado are to single 
parents, and 12 percent of those 
are to teenagers. In addition, 30 
percent of the residents have no 
highschooleducation. a 
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SUSANNA SMITH 
staff writer 
For the avid garage-saler, the flea market gives the-shopper that "search for the bargain" without the 
high gas costs of going 
from location to location. The 
White County area offers nu-
merous flea markets for perusal 
and bargain-finding. 
Ranging from indoor , air-
conditioned buildings with 
restaurants to outdoor, animal-
selling events, the flea markets 
around Searcy provide a variety 
of item s to buy and b arter. 
Dr. Cathleen Shultz, dean 
of th e College of Nursin g, 
said sh e thinks flea markets 
are especially good for college 
students because of their low 
prices and vintage variety. 
"If students went to these, 
they could find a lot of retro 
furniture," Shultz said. ''Towels, 
tablecloths, books for decora-
tion and lamps. They're really 
reasonable right now. Another 
thing: If you tell owners of a 
flea market what you're looking 
for, they'll call when something 
comes in. When students leave, 
they can sell it back to [the flea 
market]." 
Sophomore Rachel Barth 
said sh e looks for the true 
vintage. 
"I mostly go to try and find 
jewelry or really cool pieces 
to decorate my room with, 
because everything there is so 
cheap but it's unique," Barth 
said. "The wh ole big, long 
beads are really in style now, 
but you can definitely tell when 
they just come from a trendy 
store compared to when they 
are true vintage. I like to have 
the latter." 
Sophomore Kelli Estepp 
said she enjoys going for the 
distinctive atmosph ere with 
reasonable prices. 
"I like going because you 
can find totally rad gadgets 
for dirt cheap," Estepp said. 
"My grandma and I will go 
in Florida, and she'll find the 
most random t h ings - like 
veggie ch oppers . And she'll 
always get it, especially if it's 
a quarter." 
Items range from the practical 
to the useless (yet aesthetic). 
Junior Cara Waiswilos said her 
finds at the Kensett flea market 
fall into the second category. 
"My room mate found an 
old camera," Waiswilos said. 
"It doesn 't work, but it looks 
really neat." 
Shultz said she goes to flea 
markets instead of garage 
sales. 
"I don't have time to go to 
garage sales," Shultz said. "I like 
to collect glassware. Lately I've 
been looking for bookshelves. 
Sometimes I just like to go to 
bargain." 
That desire to hunt for the 
bargain is what got Sheila 
McNeace, owner of the Benton 
Street Flea Market Mall, and 
her mother and sister into the 
flea market business three years 
ago. 
"We started for my mom, 
who has since [died]," Mc-
Neace said. "Sh e loved the 
thrill of the hunt. That's how 
she got through her retirement 
years." 
The Benton Street Mall, 
located at 1308 South Benton, 
is unique in that it has its own 
restaurant, run byMcNeace's 
sister, Paulette Koszola. 
"Benton Street Mall is clean 
and upbeat," McNeace said. "It 
is upscale from your normal 
flea market ." 
Other flea markets in the area 
include the Do Drop In Flea 
Market on 316 West Center; it 
has been in business for more 
than 10 years and brings in 
vendors from all over Arkansas 
and from out of state, owner 
Joanne Martin said. Fisher's 
' Flea Market, Thackerland 
(Judsonia) are a couple to look 
up. For an outdoor event, the 
Sale Barn in Beebe runs every 
Saturday. 
Sophomore Rachel Fuge 
said Kathy Helpenstill, adjunct 
professor of sociology, offered 
her students extra credit to 
attend the Saturday Sale Barn 
in Beebe. 
"It gives you a big dose of 
culture supposedly," Fuge 
said. "I've heard there are good 
deals, and at this one they have 
puppies." 
Sophomore Laurel Cox, also 
in Helpenstill's class, said she 
found the chance funny. 
"We get five bonus points 
to do what I've done growing 
up - go to the Sale Barn every 
Saturday," Cox said. 
While extra credit is a good 
incentive, Waiswilos said she 
goes for the amusement. 
"It gives you something to 
do," Waiswilos said. "It's some-
thing cultural, I suppose." 
Culture, bargain hunting 
and more can all be found at 
various area flea markets. a 
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CHELSEA ROBERSON!The Bison 
Soph()fl'lore Jill Robertson plays her violin during the World Mission Workshop food tasting fair Oct. 14. Robertson has 
played with both the Harding University/Community Orchestra and the Harding University Sb'ing Quartet. 
Positive attitude reflects personal conquest 
CAITLIN CHESTER 
staff writer 
An o p e n b and locker containing cans of soda caught the attention of one of the students. The 
band member decided 
she would play a joke on one 
of her friends. She crawled into 
the locker and hid, waiting for 
the right moment. When the 
friend approached the locker 
for a soda, the girl leaped out 
with a yell, catching her friend 
completely off gua:rd. 
"I love to surprise people," 
sophomore Jill Robertson 
said. 
Robertson was born with 
Achondroplasia Dwarfism, the 
most common type of dwarfism 
in humans. Robertson says she 
stopped growing at 15 years 
old. 
"One thing I notice about 
my [personality] is that I don't 
view my life as a handicapped 
person," Robertson said. "Be-
ing 3 feet , 11 inches is not a 
limitation, but rather a chal-
minute of it. 
"I crochet as well, draw, am 
an aunt times seven - now with 
five nephews and two nieces 
- [enjoy] video games, sports 
events, etc." 
Robertson said she keeps 
a positive outlook on life. Her 
mindset is to embrace the 
challenges set before her. 
"I just try to live life to the 
fullest," Robertson said. "I don't 
arrange my life around being 
short-statured. I don't see my 
life as being any different than 
somebody else's. I put my jeans 
on just like anyone else, only 
my pant legs are shorter." 
Robertson uses special foot 
extensions and stools to perform 
certain tasks. She said some 
people are surprised to find out 
she can do things like play the 
piano and drive a car, and the 
more people get to know her, 
the more questions they ask. 
"If there's one daily thing that 
people ask about most often, 
it is 'How do you drive?'" Rob-
ertson said. "To me, my pedal 
extensions are just as ordinary 
as any other person lenging opportunity 
t o sh ow that I can 
be just as 'normal' 
as someone who is 5 
feet, 10 inches." 
Robertson is an 
instrumental music 
education major from 
Searcy. She is involved 
in band, choir, piano 
"I put my jeans on 
just like anyone 
else, only my pant 
legs are shorter." 
getting into their 
car and driving. But 
it's fun to explain 
the extensions to 
my friends, and 
even more so when 
they ride with me 
and realize ... Jill's 
Jill ROBERTSON, 
sophomore 
and orchestra. Robert-
son is half Japanese; 
her mother is full Japanese. In 
her spare time, Robertson said 
she is learning Japanese with a 
CD-ROM. She said she wants 
to teach English as a secondary 
language in Japan and see the 
world. 
Robertson describes herself 
as a people person. She said 
she loves animals and enjoys 
crochet. 
"I'm a multi-faceted person,'' 
Robertson said. "I eat, sleep, 
breathe music, but I also love 
horses, [and have] ever since 
I was a child. Horseback rid-
ing isn't something that I can 
do often, but when the ch;mce 
comes around, I enjoy every 
driving." 
Robert son 
said the one thing 
that is difficult for her to do is 
hug. 
"It lifts my spirits when my 
friends get down on their knees to 
talk to me a~eye-level, or better 
yet, to hug me," Robertson said. 
"I love hugs, and I admit that 
it's awkward at times to have to 
reach up and pat someone on 
the back when really, I want to 
tackle them with a bear hug. So 
when somebody kneels, that act 
is giving me the 'normalcy' of 
what any pair of friends would 
do." 
Sophomore Bennett Ritchie, 
Robertson's cousin, said Rob-
ertson is always laughing when 
they are together. He said they 
grew up together and are still 
close. 
'We would play hide and seek 
over at her house when we were 
little kids, and she always had 
the advantage there," Ritchie 
said. "She's a relative, but she's 
also a good friend." 
Ritchie said Robertson is an 
asset to his life. 
"Jill is like my younger sister," 
Ritchie said. "I've always tried 
to be there for her, whenever 
she needed." 
"She's worked very diligently 
throughout the years," Carroll 
said. 
Carroll said Robertson uses 
a pedal extension to play the 
instrument. He said she also 
modifies octaves and segments 
of music to accommodate the 
physical limitation of small 
hands. Carroll said the extend-
ing tool has been invaluable 
to Robertson in playing piano 
literature. 
"With occa-
"She's contrib- "She extends this sional accommoda-
tion for her physical 
stature, she tackles 
her piano pieces with 
enthusiasm and de-
termination;" Carroll 
said. "She extends 
this same strong work 
uted to me more same strong work 
than I think I've ethic to everything 
she does." 
been able to for her; 
I'm very grateful 
for her.'; 
DR. SCOTT CARROLL, 
S o P h o m o r e associate professor of music 
Jennifer Merrill 
said Robertson is 
diligent and willing 
to help out. 
"She works very hard,'' Mer-
rill said. "Always very fun, very 
respectful." 
Merrill, Robertson's room-
mate, said she saw pretty quickly 
that Robertson has adjusted 
situations or obstacles to work 
with her. 
''[It's] interesting to see how 
she's adapted everything to her 
height by doing small things 
like using stools or adjusting 
which drawers she puts her 
clothes in," Merrill said. "She 
always looks on the positive 
side of things, making the best 
of situations.'' 
Robertson said sh e looks 
past the attention and uses it 
to her benefit to influence other 
people. 
"I can't control whether 
people are watching me or not; 
most likely they are, and I don't 
mind," Robertson said. "My 
stand-out-ness provides m e 
the venue to show my spirited 
outlook on life with a positive 
attitude." 
Robertson said she wants 
,to influence people's lives. 
"I want to be a role model," 
Robertson said. 
Dr. Scott Carroll, associate 
professor of music, said he has 
ethic to everything she 
does." 
Mike Chance, direc-
tor of bands and orchestra, is 
working with Robertson dur-
ing her sophomore year. He 
said Robertson participates in 
concert band and performed 
in the Homecoming Musical 
orchestra, in which she was 
the concertmaster and played 
a violin solo. 
Chance said Robertson uses 
a small violin with a short bow. 
He said given these special 
conditions, Robertson tries 
to do the full amount of work 
required. 
"When you look at Jill for 
the first time, what you see is 
a short person,'' Chance said. 
"Then, when you get to know 
Jill, that vanishes and you get 
to see the big person that she 
really is." 
During Robertson's freshman 
year, Chance said she marched 
in the summer band camp. 
Robertson is now the an-
nouncer for the Thundering 
Herd at football halftime. ' 
"She's the voice of the Herd, 
and she does it enthusiastically," 
Chance said. 
He said Robertson has a 
bright future ahead of her. 
"I think she will be a won-
derful teacher because of her 
taught Robertson piano for efforts in developing," Chance 
eight years. said. a 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Tree leaves 
lasting impression 
KATIE JENKINS 
student reporter 
Shel Silverstein's "The Giving Tree" is a story depicting the ability of one being to show 
unconditional love to 
another. The tale begins with 
the expression of the tree's 
love for the boy. What follows 
is an account of the history, 
character and costs of this 
love. 
In the story, whatever the 
boy wants, he is able to find in 
the tree. He gathers the tree's 
leaves for a crown as he plays 
king of the forest. He takes 
the tree's apples to eat, uses 
the trunk to climb and cools 
himself in its shade. These are 
only a few of the ways the tree 
provides care and love for the 
boy. 
When the young man 
enters adulthood, the tree 
shows its love in a different 
way by giving him branches 
to build with and a boat to sail 
in. Throughout the story the 
tree is happy until it seems it 
has nothing left to give, 
but even then, out 
oflove, the 
tree finds 
something 
to provide. 
"The Giving 
Tree" has often 
been a child-
hood favorite, 
and as one grow:s 
and matures, there 
are many ways that it 
could be interpreted. 
In a 1995 journal, First 
Things, several professors 
from universities across the 
United States debated the 
true meaning of this story. 
William F. May, professor of 
ethics at Southern Methodist 
University, stated that "In the 
course of lifelong giving, the 
tree relentlessly diminishes 
- from a gloriously alive, leaf-
resplendent tree to a stump. 
And the taker diminishes as 
well, from a boy, zestfully at 
play in the tree, to a bent old 
man, resting on the stump. 
Giver and taker, both end up 
diminished, depleted, ex-
hausted." 
Along the same lines, Marc 
Gellman, rabbi of Temple 
Beth Torah in Dix Hills, N.Y., 
stated that "In the story 'The 
Giving Tree,' we have a pure 
and selfless giver bestow-
ing gifts upon an ungrateful, 
spoiled and demanding 
boy/man." 
People have chosen 
to tear this story to shreds 
while completely miss-
ing its most important 
message - that when 
you care enough 
about someone, you 
are willing to give 
everything you have to that 
person. Two things are neces-
sary to the tree's happiness: 
the presence of the boy and 
the ability to give him what he 
needs. The tree is defined by 
its love for the boy. 
I recently purchased this 
book so that someday, when I 
have my own classroom, I can 
have it at my desk. The book 
reminds me of the attitude I 
want to have toward my stu-
dents. When I think about the 
influence teachers can have 
on their students, I realize 
what an amazing opportunity 
God has given us. 
God has so richly blessed 
us with knowledge, compas-
sion, creativity and intuition 
that we can use to show our 
students love every day. 
When I compare the story 
to our job as teachers, I see 
the teacher as the tree: giving, 
supporting, watching over 
and taking care of the 
boy as he grows and 
learns. The stu-
dents we teach 
are represented 
by the boy, who 
may not realize 
what the tree is 6 
giving him at the 
time, but who 
knows he can 
always go back 
to the tree, or to 
what he was taught, when a 
problem arises. In the end, 
the tree is happy, knowing 
it has given of 
itself as much as 
it possibly could. 
All along, the tree was able 
to meet the boy's needs, and 
fittingly, in the end, the boy 
no longer desires what the 
tree no longer has to give, but 
in fact needs the one thing the 
tree can give, "a quiet place to 
sit and rest." It is the first time 
the boy speaks of what he 
needs rather than of what he 
wants, suggesting that he has 
arrived at some measure of 
Wonka v. Wonka: Remake steals the screen 
LOLLI MCCARTY 
student reporter 
r ere are many areas in fe where people either it at one side of the pectrum or the other. 
For example, some 
consider themselves to be 
dog people, and others deem 
themselves cat lovers. 
These debates have been 
around for quite some time; 
however, the newest baffling 
decision is a little bit more 
difficult to resolve. Which is 
better: the new "Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory" or the 
original one? I have come 
across diehard fans for both, 
and may have finally reached 
my own conclusion. 
The two movies are wor-
thy of comparison. The first 
of the two, which is actu-
ally entitled "Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate .Factory," 
made its appearance in 1971, 
starring Gene Wilder, a 
well-known actor at the time. 
Seemingly based on Roald 
Dahl's children's novel, 
the.film lacks many of the 
important details from the 
book's plot and, sadly, does 
not follow the story as much 
as one would hope. 
The most exciting parts 
of the movie are the short, 
humorous clips in the begin-
ning that lead up to Charlie 
finding the last golden ticket. 
Apart from the boat scene 
(the scariest thing I have 
ever seen in my life), the 
story is positive and upbeat. 
One of the biggest reasons 
that many movie-lovers side 
with the older version is 
quite obvious: those crazy 
Oompa-Loompas. With their 
ingenious improvisational 
riddle-making and awe-in-
spiring green hair, they are 
the highlight of the film. 
Even though the songs 
they sing did not actually 
come from the book, many 
people sing them to this day. 
This movie is, in short, a 
screen classic. 
On the other hand, the 
newer film, directed by Tim 
Burton, brings in an entirely 
new audience. Burton's usual 
talent for making the ma-
cabre look cute and cuddly 
switches gears as he takes a 
fun-filled story and makes it, 
well, kind of creepy. 
Using the story of Willy 
Wonka's past to explain his 
origin and evoke sympathy 
from the audience clearly 
makes the film seem to have 
a deeper meaning. 
This new Willy Wonka 
installment includes the act-
ing talent of Burton regular 
Johnny Depp, as well as 
Freddie Highmore ("Finding 
Neverland"), playing the role 
of Charlie Bucket. 
Quite a bit more visually 
exciting than the older one, 
"Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory" is a dazzling con-
coction of imagination and 
artistic expression. 
The Oompa-Loompas are 
quite a bit different in the 
more recent film, all of them 
being technologically cloned 
from the same actor. 
They have a variety of 
different wardrobes for each 
song (the most common 
being a red spandex-like 
suit) and look basically like 
humans, with the exception 
of the large black curl on the 
tops of their heads. 
Harding Students & Faculty receive 
20% OFF 
any cut, color, highlights, etc. 
at 
Symmetr~ _,. i 
salon&da~ 
Tammy Clark, Stylist 
2904 Hawkins Dr. 268-4540 
They do, indeed, sing 
songs in this film as well, but 
these songs come straight 
from the text of Roald Dahl's 
work, making them seem a 
little more authentic. 
The only thing t o be 
missed is their psychedelic 
appearance: the green hair, 
orange skin and white eye-
brows. Amazingly, the small, 
friendly natives of Loompa 
Land are not the ones who 
make the movie special this 
time. 
Johnny Depp's astonish-
ing portrayal ofWillyWonka 
is definitely memorable. His 
random deadpan remarks 
throughout the film are 
simply hilarious, making the 
audience wait in constant 
anticipation for his next 
comment. Depp's obvious 
talent for playing oddballs in 
films such as "Edward Scis-
sorhands" and "Pirates of the 
Caribbean" does not cease to 
impress. 
Picking a favorite between 
the two Factory films may 
seem a grueling task at first, 
but after careful analysis, I 
believe Burton's most recent 
film exceeds its predecessor 
by at least a few yards, if not 
a mile. 
This exciting and artistic 
account of a familiar tale is 
cerlainly one to see. a 
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wisdom. 
As the boy returns to the 
stump that is left, I look for-
ward to my future students 
always having that founda-
tion that I taught them to 
come back to. Although 
we may not always be 
there for our students as 
they grow and mature, if 
we take the opportunity 
we have been given to 
influence their lives they 
will know love in the end. 
As teachers and as giving 
trees, our reason for giv-
ing is not to be rewarded 
but to know that 
we have taught 
someone 
else what 
it truly 
means to 
give. a 
\ 
Album runs on repetition 
JOSH HOLLIS 
student reporter 
S traylight Run re-leased "Prepare to Be Wrong," its second release, Oct. 11 on 
Victory Records. Yes, 
this is the same Straylight 
Run that came to Harding 
last semester, but don't 
hold that against ~heµi'.~rn?. 
- they a~e. actually a "really 
good band. 
The band's self-titled 
album was one of the best 
I have heard 
in a long 
time, so I 
was excited 
to hear what 
they have 
come up 
with since. I 
listened and 
was pleased. 
This 
extended-
play version, 
compared to the full length 
album, has more loop ef-
fects and weaker vocals; 
other than that, it is a jewel 
for any album collection. 
Those of you who love 
to sing along when no one 
else is listening will enjoy 
this album. There is a lot 
of repetition in the lyrics, 
which gives you a chance to 
learn and belt, even if it is 
your first time listening. 
Although repetition 
is good for sing-a.longs, 
I would have liked more 
verses in some of the songs, 
especially "Later that Year," 
which just didn't have 
enough substance for my 
liking. 
While on the subject 
oflacking substance, let's 
talk about the beginning of 
the EP. "I Don't Want This 
Anymore" must have been 
a lastminute filler so people 
wouldn't get as upset at 
payinJl ~lo for few songs. 
Tr~}iv · ands in 
the ski:"' 1S"probably my fa-
vorite on the entire EP, not 
because of the first half of 
the song (that part is sort of 
dull and slow), 
but because the 
mood totally 
changes in the 
middle with a 
constant beat, 
and by the end, 
the emphasis is 
directed to-
ward the vocals 
that end with 
a powerful 
energy. "Big shot 
screaming 'put your hands 
in the sky" - I was singing 
this part for 24 hours after 
hearing it for the first time. 
The EP ends with a 
charming cover of Bob 
Dylan's "With God on Our 
Side," which Dylan released 
in 1963. 
Straylight Run does a 
good job of making the 
song its own; they make it 
sound nothing like a Dylan 
song, which is a plus on a 
cover. 
All around this is a 
strong EP, perfect for a 
cool, overcast day. a 
Buying an engagement ring should be 
an amazing experience ... 
www~ofd.com 
... not a ride in cyberspace. 
~C?.M. 
1545 E. Race Street Searcy, AR 
Midni ht Oil Online 
www.midnightoilcoffee.com 
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are no more than 300 words 
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Signed columns appearing 
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ficial policy of the Harding Uni-
versity administration. Unsigned 
columns represent the view of 
the editorial board. 
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by Harding University, Searcy, 
AR 72149. Subscription rate: 
$10 per year. 
Periodical postage (USPS 
577600) paid at Searcy, AR 
72143. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to Harding 
University Box 11192, Searcy, 
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Bison office at 501-279-4139 or 
501 -279-4471 or send faxes to 
501-279-4127. 
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"Seriously, guys, it's just a cold." 
Salvageable, they were 
Ref/.ections on blackened 'Star Wars' figurines 
D uring a weekend trip to New Orleans last month, I was reminded of a lesson I once learned from another 
kind of disaster. 
As part of a Harding team sent 
to "de-muck" a flooded hoµse, nine 
students and I met the homeowner, 
a man about my age named Rene. 
On the surface, Rene didn't have 
much to be thankful for. After all, 
if everything you own has to be 
de-mucked - if your house has 
to be cleaned with a crowbar and 
wheelbarrow instead of Lemon 
Pledge and a Swiffer sweeper 
- then life is not good. 
But as we ripped up carpet and 
sheet rock, and as we hauled all of 
his moldy furniture to the street, I 
noticed that Rene was packing up 
some "Star Wars" toys. lfe said he 
and his son both shared a passion 
for the greatest science fiction 
series-ever (sorry, Trekkies). Even 
tlioiigh the stuff had gotten pretty 
musty, he was savi'.fig all of it. It 
was too important to throw away. 
With toys in hand, and with 
his family already relocated to 
Houston, Rene told me that, at the 
very least, he had a chance to start 
over. 
Flashback to 1983. 
I was in the fifth grade and came 
home from school one afternoon 
to find two fire trucks in our 
driveway. Now, fire trucks are 
definitely cool, but only if they are 
at someone else's house. 
Lightning had struck our home 
that morning and caused an 
electrical fire . No one was hurt, but 
our basement burned completely, 
and smoke ruined much of what we 
owned in the rest of the house. The 
smell was awful, even worse than 
the time my Vietnamese college 
roommate burned chop suey in our 
closet. 
The layer of grimy black soot on 
everything was more than gross. 
Some things we couldn't save. The 
television in the basement actually 
melted, and the burnt-out jeans 
look wouldn't catch on for another 
decade. 
But once I knew everyone was 
OK, I ran upstairs to check on 
my "Star Wars" toys. Like many 
boys growing up at that time, I 
lived and breathed "Star Wars." I 
had dragged my parents all over 
America in search of elusive action 
figures. 
Try explaining to your mother 
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Humor 
I don't know if you've ever 
watched anything soak 
before, but I kept thinking 
to myself, "I'm missing 'The 
Muppets' for this." 
why you need both R2-D2 with the 
pop-up lightsaber and R2-D2 with 
the pop-up periscope. Anyway, 
I had amassed the largest "Star 
Wars" toy colle~tion on our street 
and was the envy of ... well, the 
other kid on our street. 
So perhaps you can imagine my 
horror when I saw our smoked-
out house. After I ran upstairs to 
the Lucasfilm shrine in my room, 
I just stood there a moment and 
stared. The action figures were 
there, posed with their weapons 
on the dresser. But now they were 
all stained with smoke. And they 
stank. The glory of my childhood 
stood before me in ashes. 
After a moment, shock turned to 
disgust, and I swept all the figures 
into a bag. I couldn't look at them 
anymore. They were ruined. Life 
(in the melodrama of age 11) was · 
over. 
Once we started sorting through 
our belongings and throwing things 
away, I brought down the bag of 
action figures for the trash pile. 
But Mom said, "Wait a minute." 
She got a bucket of warm water, 
a toothbrush , a pair of rubber 
gloves and a bottle of 409. (My 
mother trusts completely in the 
cleansing power of 409.) We took 
all this outside with the toys, and 
Mom suggested I st art cleaning 
them up. As far as I was concerned 
it was all a lost cause, but she 
insisted. 
So I groaned, took out 
Chewbacca, squirted him with the 
409 and dipped him once in the 
bucket. Nothing. Still grimy. 
Summoning my vast reserve of 
adolescent patience, I said, "This 
isn 't working. Why don't we quit?" 
My mother took the action 
figure and the toothbrush, 
and proceeded to demonstrate 
something she called "scrubbing." I 
had never heard of this technique. 
It took several minutes and a lot of 
sweat , so it seemed like overkill to 
me. And after the scrubbing, she 
dropped Chewbacca into the soapy 
water, and we stood there to watch 
him soak. I don't know if you've 
ever watched anything soak before, 
but I kept thinking to myself, "I'm 
missing 'The Muppets' for this." 
After a while Mom told me it 
was working. I looked in the bucket 
and said, / I can't see anything; the 
water's black." (In my defense, we 
had not yet covered chemistry in 
school.) 
When she took Chewbacca out 
of the bucket, lo (and behold) the 
smoke was gone. She held him 
near my nose and said , "Here, 
smell." Now, you have to be careful 
inhaling 409. But I took a whiff, 
and to my amazement, the odor 
was gone, too. 
That miracle got my attention, 
and I spent the next six hours 
scrubbing, soaking and drying 
my prized possessions. I had sore 
arms and blisters on my knees, 
but I can't tell you how relieved I 
was when it hit me that I wouldn't 
have to throw away Han Solo in the 
Hoth outfit or the Bespin fatigues 
or the Endor trench coat. They all 
came clean. And I could play with 
them again. Sometimes, I still do. 
I promised you a lesson from 
this story. 
My question is this: Is there 
something in your life that is a 
mess, maybe a bit broken or dirty? 
A class you're failing, a relationship 
that doesn't seem worth saving, 
a promise to God you've given up 
on? 
Our world often tells us to throw 
things away when they break, to 
opt out when things go sour. But 
maybe that's when it's time to start 
scrubbing. 
Rene saved a part of his 
childhood from a flood; I saved 
a part of mine from a fire. With 
all the devastation and heartache 
that surrounds us in the wake of 
Katrina, it's heartening to know 
that with faith, prayer and hard 
work, some things can be salvaged. 
Let me know if you need some 409. a 
DR. MICHAEL CLAXTON is an associate professor of 
English and may be contacted at mdaxto1@ 
harding.edu. 
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A Room of 
My Own 
Counting 
blue cars 
Lately I've been mulling Dish-walla's "Counting Blue Cars," a song from the mid-9os that was controversial for its coupling of 
the concept "God" with feminine 
pronouns. Pronouns aside, however, 
one line keeps looping through my 
mind: "Tell me all your thoughts on 
God." 
My spirituality carries a lot of 
fluctuation, a lot of confusion and 
cloudiness within all the inherent 
paradoxes of Christianity. How do 
you reconcile, for example, that God 
- the holy, eternal, omnipotent - not 
only died in the flesh, but died as a 
criminal? How do you reconcile God's 
unchanging nature with his potential 
for being affected by prayer? How do 
you reconcile our continual sinfulness 
with our calling as sons of the divine? 
The questions could go on and on. 
The paradoxes are, however, what 
keep me coming back to faith in God 
even when it seems so absurd. Dis-
covering God is a pursuit that takes 
all your faculties and all the life you're 
given, and the deeper you're willing to 
let go, the faster he can take you for a 
ride. Or so it has seemed to me thus 
far. 
The Dishwalla line runs around in 
my head because I know that other 
people could teach me what they 
have discovered about God, if they'd 
sit me down and tell me. I know that 
at Harding we 
talk a lot about 
God, but there's 
something about 
the word "all" in 
the line "tell me 
all your thoughts 
on God" that 
requires a great 
Conversation 
can only hold 
so much 
abstract 
thought, and 
God is the 
deal of trust , , ,., .. .unreqiitti~1 
between the· .-/: traost.fae\.9r1t 
speaker and the ' ·, un P ~ 1 
listener, and I 
doubt that trust 
comes through in sermons or devo-
tionals, despite our best efforts. To 
tell "all" is too personal, too deep, tqo 
time-consuming for one chapel talk or 
one worship service. 
In addition, when we try to talk 
about what we haye learned of God, 
we start with who we are. We have to 
provide some semblance of a reason 
for our conclusions about the nature 
of the divine, and most Christians 
would ordinarily start with the Bible, 
historical servants of God or personal 
experiences. 
Because of the near-unavoidability 
of taiking about ourselves, I think 
many times we start out with the 
highest intentions of talking about 
God but then degenerate into a pro-
longed narrative of our life experienc-
es. It's no wonder: Conversation can 
only hold so much abstract thought, 
and God is the unremitting abstract. 
So we start a sentence with the idea 
of God and end it with a comment on 
pe0ple we love or on the church or on 
a joke and a chuckle. I'm as suscep-
tible to that as anyone. 
Nevertheless, all that life history 
and skirting the real subject is essen-
tial in the process of revealing what 
one knows about God. It's common to 
talk about God in a third-person ac-
count, of course - "this is what David 
thought about God" - but it's a sterile 
approach. It builds no relationship 
between the speaker and the listener. 
That relationship is the key to two 
people making a connection over God 
far more than a third-person presen-
tation of absolutisms. And perhaps 
that connection is what I am hungry 
for almost as much as I'm hungry for 
God - someone to let me see into his 
own grappling with the paradoxes, 
someone with whom to commiserate. 
So if you're up for that, I'm willing 
to make you coffee ad infinitum and 
listen to your whole life story in order 
to hear a few honest sentences about 
what you know of God; I'm willing to 
listen and not say a word about my 
confusion unless you want to hear it. 
· E-mail me and we'll meet up some-
where. 
Tell me all your thoughts on Goel C 
GWENDOLEN JACKSON is the opinions editor for 
the Bison and may be contacted at 
grjackson@harding.edu. 
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Goodbye, Mrs. Parks REBECCA KING 
Civil rights leader, Montgomery bus boycott inspiration dies at 92 The King's 
Court 
OUR VIEW 
From the 
smooth maturity 
and wisdom 
of adulthood, 
Parks upheld 
her value 
system and 
witnessed the 
United States 
begin to alter its 
Rosa Parks, one of the great leaders of the civil -
rights movement, died Oct. 26 at her home in Detroit. 
Only rarely has American history known her equal, 
she who would not give her bus seat to a white man in 
Montgomery, Ala., in 1955. 
as if the honor of shifting the philosophy of the masses 
demands a quicker burning of the wick, demands 
that all the fluctuations of ordinary life be condensed 
into half the time span, so that what remains is a life 
intensely and tumultuously lived - a supernova. And 
what also remains decades later is a legend and the 
regretful daydream of what might have happened if the 
person had died old. 
Problems 
obscured by 
perfection 
Her refusal angered the bus driver and brought 
the police, and as they threatened to arrest her, her 
simple "You may do that" resonated so well among area 
African-Americans that it sparked the Montgomery bus 
boycott, 381 days during which no African-Americans 
rode the buses. The boycott, which crippled the bus 
system's finances, ended when the Supreme Court 
declared Montgomery's bus segregation practices 
unconstitutional. 
You, however, were allowed to live long and see the 
effects of your sacrifice. You were 42 that day when you 
stayed in your seat; you left us at 92. From the smooth 
maturity and wisdom of adulthood, you upheld your 
value system and witnessed the United States begin to 
alter its views on race and respect. You were no child 
I t follows him everywhere he goes - in magazines, on television and in his thoughts. He has tried so hard to delay going back to his 
room, to the Internet, to his ad-
views on race 
and respect. 
Parks was not the first person to refuse to relinquish 
her seat - earlier in the same year, for example, a 
woman named Claudette Colvin had also refused - but 
for whatever reason, her small yet decisive action 
proved to be the turning point for the civil rights 
movement. Fifty years later, the civil rights situation 
has improved so much that we would consider it 
unnatural and absurd, not to mention extremely 
offensive, to segregate an event for no reason other 
than race. 
at the time, no impulsive, idealistic twenty-something; 
rather, you had enough age on you to know the 
significance of your actions. 
You perhaps knew at the time that you were one who 
was giving a country its humanity back; you certainly 
knew that by the time of your death. 
You were indeed one who gave a country its 
humanity back, both to the oppressor and the 
oppressed. You were one wha helped begin to reverse 
the spread of a pandemic social sin. We recognize that 
American society has a long road ahead of it before 
diction. He struggles with pornog-
raphy, and there's no one he can 
confide in. 
She started drinking with her 
friends in high school and thought 
she could give it up once shear-
rived at college. But what was once 
a method of gaining friends has now 
turned into a crutch, and she turns 
to the bottle every time she fails a 
test, every time he doesn't call. She 
has a drinking problem, and there's 
no one she can turn to. 
We tip our caps to you, Mrs. Parks, you who took 
root and would not budge from your ideals even when 
it cost you your job security and your home. If the 
opposition ever daunted you, you didn't show it. You 
never lost your dignity or your quiet grace. 
it reaches full equality, and we pray that we will not 
carelessly render ineffective the progress you helped us 
make. 
You are kin to' us, Mrs. Parks, because we also strive 
to turn the country's ethics away from entropy. We are 
sorry to see you go but glad you lived. 
It was supposed to rekindle their 
relationship, but it didn't. And after 
she dumped him, he struggled to 
find his faith underneath all the guilt 
of impurity. He needs someone to 
talk to, but no one is there. 
So often those who are socially innovative die 
young - consider, for instance, your contemporaries 
Martin Luther King Jr. and John F. Kennedy - almost Goodbye, Mrs. Parks. Godspeed. c 
She thought it was just a bad day, 
Saints and snakes? 
but that bad 
day became a 
bad week, and 
that bad week 
became a bad 
month. It is an 
At a place 
where people 
should find 
refuge, they 
are finding 
Boxer's new novel nearly autobiographical, 'practically psychic' 
enormous battle 
If Jennifer Lopez has taught us anything, it's that famous people can't fit into crisp little categories. And just as· 
David Hasselhoff and Lindsay 
Lohan have arguably excelled in 
several areas, so has California's 
Barbara Boxer, escaping the 
"Senator-only" label and ventur-
ing into the literary world. Boxer's 
highly anticipated first novel, "A 
Time To Run," was published Oct. 
20. But why? 
Boxer, a Democrat, is not a new 
face in politics. Before running for 
the U.S. Senate, Boxer served in 
the House of Representatives for 
10 years. She was elected to her 
third Senate term in 2004, receiv-
ing the third-highest number 
of votes of any American politi-
~ that year, behind President 
Geffi.ge Bush and Senator John 
Kerry. She got approximately 6.9 
million votes. 
I wonder how many of those 
6.9 million votes are bothered that 
their senator has spent her time 
co-writing a novel. 
To be fair, Boxer has done 
quite a bit of writing in the past. 
You are, no doubt, aware that she 
penned the first law authorizing 
federal funding for after-school 
programs. (It's a little dry, to be 
honest.) Boxer has also written a 
bill making health insurance a tax-
deductible purchase, a law allow-
ing specially trained pilots to carry 
handguns into the cockpit and a 
1997 Patients' Bill of Rights. 
Perhaps after authoring the 
KARYN KISER 
Guest 
Space 
How strange that a reviewer 
employing the phrase "naked 
power.mongering" offers one of 
the brightest endorsements I've 
$1COUntered 
controversial Freedom of Choice 
Act in 2004, which supports a 
woman's right to have an abor-
tion, Boxer wanted something 
more. 
And Boxer's novel, co-written 
by Mary-Rose Hayes, IS some-
thing more. 
· According to the novel's pub-
lisher, Chronicle Books, "A Time 
To Run" is "an exciting tale of 
friendship and betrayal, idealism 
and pragmatism, in-fighting and 
public spin." 
The novel follows the life of 
California Democratic Senator El-
len Fines, who remarkably resem-
bles Boxer, but who Boxer says is 
meant to be completely fictional. 
Boxer said Fines has "a totally dif-
ferent life" from her. For instance, 
Fines is two inches taller than 
Boxer. One hopes that Fines is not 
In response to the latest Bison poll, 
"Do you think affirmative action is 
acceptable in university admissions?" 
25 percent of voters said it is, while 
75 percent said it is not. Visit the 
Bison's Web site to vote in this week's 
poll: Is Samuel Alito a better choice 
than Harriet Miers for associate 
justice of the Supreme Court? Results 
will be reported in the Nov. 11 issue of 
the Bison. 
Navigation 
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an autobiographical character, 
given Fines finds herself caught, 
according to the Monterey Herald, 
between "her well-meaning but 
weak-willed husband, Josh, and a 
dashing but corruptible journalist, 
Greg Hunter." 
Ironically, much of the plot 
chronicles Fines' opposition to 
the nomination of an under-quali-
fied conservative woman to the 
Supreme Court, mirroring the 
Harriet Miers situation. 
More Magazine editor Penny 
Northrop said the book seemed 
"pFactically psychic." Given her 
clairvoyant capabilities, I wish 
Boxer had chosen to moonlight 
as a psychic instead of a novelist. 
After all, psychics are notoriously 
more interesting to research on 
the Internet. 
And research I have. Though 
I have not read Boxer's book (it's 
320 pages long), I've read what 
critics have written about it, and 
that's almost the same thing. The 
opinions differ with the sources, 
but one thing is for sure: People 
have written about this. Also, they 
feel strongly. 
Publisher's Weekly said Boxer 
"brings been-there nuance to 
the backbiting, hazardous per-
sonal disclosures and naked 
power mongering of California 
and Washington politics." How 
strange that a reviewer employing 
the phrase "naked power monger-
ing" offers one of the brightest 
endorsements I've encountered. 
Deborah Solomon of The New 
York Times was not as gracious. In to get out of bed 
an interview with Boxer, Solomon in the morning, rejection. 
asserted that, in Boxer's novel, and sometimes 
"the Democratic characters are she wonders if 
portrayed as saints, the Republi- anyone would notice if she wasn't 
cans as snakes." around anymore. She is fighting de-
The most profoundly disturb- pression, and there's no one to stand 
ing examples of Boxer's treatment by her side. 
of political differences are the Though these situations may 
familial backgrounds she selected seem like the next episode in a tele-
for her characters. Both Fines and vision drama, they aren't. They are 
her husband, who are portrayed as the private problems that real stu-
conscientious liberals, apparently dents face -yes, even students at 
came from nurturing, healthy Harding. These are constant strug-
households. Greg, the f;u-right.f~., 1 ·r ,,,~g_!es.,.~wicking our peers, or perhaps 
· porter, is the ~hild of an emotion-: .. 1 .. ,ey~~~urselves, and-they areooly 
ally abusive father. Greg develops growing worse. At a place where 
into a sociopathic journalist and people should find refuge, they are 
for-hire character assassin. finding rejection. 
Boxer admits that she comes Let's face it - it's difficult to talk 
to the book "with a point of view " to people about our problems. But ' . . 
which seems like an important s~metimes it can seem even more 
thing for a novel. Whether she difficult here at school. Our class-
comes with a fair and balanced mates seem so perfect; we could 
point of view is for the reader to never tell them our struggles, be-
decide. cause they think we are perfect, too. 
If the hype indicates anything, And as long 3:8 everyon~  ev-
Boxer's novel would make for per- erybody else is perfect, its true. 
feet Thanksgiving-break literature. Or maybe not. 
If the political slant in left-lean- And if the perfection isn't enough 
ing Boxer's novel bothers you, try to scare an already-frightened ~r-
reading "A Time To Run" concur- son away, the thought of expulsion 
rently with Bill O'Reilly's ''Those is. With the exception of the student 
Who Trespass" (another 320-page struggling with depression, all of the 
novel I haven't read). They'll keep above scenarios can function as one-
each other honest, and, like J .Lo, way tickets back home. 
"real." a We've gotten ourselves caught up 
KARYN KISER is a guest columnist for the Bi-
son. She may be contacted at 
kkiser2@harding.edu. 
I I 
More stones 
in a vicious cycle of guilt and hypoc-
risy. We have problems, butwemust 
appear perfect; we appear perfect, 
so no one confides in us with their 
problems. 
It's time to throw away these ri-
diculous facades and be exposed for 
who most of us, if not all of us, really 
are - sinners saved by grace. We 
aren't perfect by any stretch of the 
imagination, but we are still useful, if 
only we will let God use us. 
Remember Paul? When he was 
still known as Saul, he killed peo-
ple. He killed mothers, fathers and 
children. He killed any Christian he 
could find. And yet God had amaz-
ing things in store for him. 
"Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners - of whom I am the 
worst But for that very reason I 
was shown mercy so that in me, the 
worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his unlimited patience as an 
example for those who would believe 
on him and receive eternal life" (1 
Timothy 1:16). 
Club process altered, 
reactions vary 
• St:andaione photos 
• 'Flying daggers' review 
• Big guy, big mouth 
• Incident m!lket; it 
difficult for cops to 
receive ~peel 
Paul's wake-up call was three days 
of blindness. What will yours be? 
If we are to carry each other's bur-
' dens as God desires, we need to be-
come accessible to our friends, fam-
ily and that person across the hall. 
That means dropping our perfection. 
Halloween is over - it's time to take 
off our holier-than-thou costumes 
and be clothed in Christ. 
The soc-ial club Proot:lil is ou 1hc verge of 
significant changes. including the 
elimination of Induction Week: lllld tbe 
Induction Review Team, said officials at an 
lntt'l'·Club Council meeting April 26. 
It's time to share and talk and cry 
and heal. Have something to say about our Web 
site, articles or upcoming events? - ... ! ' ( - - ~ ti: It's time to let God work. a Do you want to submit a letter to the 
editor or a freelance article? 
Contact us at thebison@harding.edu. 
I 
' ' 
Revenge of th~ \ , 
Photo9r.iµhe1 ' , ,Ji, 
REBECCA KING serves as the editor-in-chief 
for the Bison. She may be contacted at rk-
ing@harding.edu or at 279-4471. 
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Next step is Sunshine 
State for HU nmners 
Men's and women's teams take (i.rst place in GSC Championship 
ANNA CLINE 
student reporter 
After clinching the Gulf South 
Conference Championship Oct. 22 
in Memphis, Tenn., the men's and 
women's cross country teams are 
in Tampa, Fla., preparing for the 
National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation Division II South Regional 
Meet Nov. 5. 
if they're having a good race or not, 
because there's an eagerness there," 
Guymon said. 
The success of the team is largely 
due to the strengths of each indi-
vidual, because the scores of the top 
five runners are added together to 
determine the overall team placing, 
Guymon said. 
The women reclaimed the GSC 
title by 51 points after losing it for 
The women are cur-
rently ranked ninth in the 
nation, and the men are 
sixth. Head coach Steve 
Guymon said the goal 
for the race is to finish in 
a top-three spot in order 
to advance to nationals. 
Guymon said even though 
"I can look in their 
eyes and tell if 
they're having a 
good race or not." 
two years to Alabama-
Huntsville. 
Guymon said junior 
Mary Brown is known for 
her reliability, leadership 
and ability to put every-
thing into perspective. STEVE GUYMON, 
head coach ' In Memphis she placed 
15th in her race and fifth 
for the team. it can be difficult, the run-
ners must stay focused for 
the full 20 minutes. 
"They have to keep :the leaders in 
sight and be ready to strike at any 
time," he said. 
Guymon makes a point of know-
ing his runners and being able to 
tell when they are ready to run or 
struggling to find it in themselves 
to keep going. 
"I can look in their eyes and tell 
''I've run about 30 sec-
onds faster per race than 
last year, and I broke 19 minutes 
in cross country five kilometers," 
Brown said. 
The men won their sixth straight 
GSC championship at the Memphis 
meet. Freshman James Cheruiyot 
placed first in the eight-kilometer 
race with a time of 26:26. Sopho-
more Julius Kosgei placed second 
overall and also second for the team. 
The men's team accumulated 22 
points. 
Sophomore Matt Cregger said 
his strength lies in his endurance. 
"I guess the longer the race, the 
better I am," Cregger said. "I also 
tend to do better on the hillier 
courses." 
Though success lies in the indi-
vidual, the encouragement between 
the team members often is critical 
and greatly valued by each runner, 
freshman Samantha Cheatham said. 
Cheatham finished 21st overall and 
seventh for the women. 
"I'm encouraged by their attitudes," 
Cheatham said. "They always tell 
me what I am doing right, and that 
helps me focus on it and improve 
the next time." 
Sophomore Savita Chelimo fin-
ished sixth overall at the GSC meet 
and said she stays with her runners 
until the right moment comes. 
"I try to help my teammates for 
a mile or two, and then when you 
feel good you go," Chelimo said. 
Depending on the outcome of the 
Tampa race, the men and women 
could go to Los Angeles, Nov. 19 
for nationals. a 
Not enough to continue 
Soccer teams fall to a last-game win against UCA 
ABBY RODENBECK 
student reporter 
The Harding men's and women's soccer 
teams ended their season Oct. 28 with a loss 
to the University of Central Arkansas. The 
Bisons and Lady Bisons faced the Bears at 
UCA's home field. The final score for the men 
was 5-1 and the women, 2-0. This was the last 
game for six of Harding's seniors. 
The men ended their season with a 3-12-1 
overall record and 1-6-1 mark in Gulf South 
Conference play. Seniors Ben Faris, Russell 
Corey and Jonathan Edwards are the three 
seniors Harding will lose. 
Faris is Harding's all-time leader in scor-
ing, with a career end of 41 goals. 
"I'm kind of sad the season is over," Faris 
said. ''I've grown up playing soccer since I was 
8 years old. It is hard to believe it's all over 
now." 
Faris also said he thinks next 
this year and played teams that were nation-
ally ranked. 
"It was a tough season, both emotionally 
and physically," he said. 
Harris said tough teams like Barry, Central 
Oklahoma, Lincoln Memorial, Texas A&M-
Commerce and University of Central Arkansas 
challenged the Bisons this year. 
The Bisons held their own in many games 
this season. Harris said one unexpected win 
came Sept. 23, when the Lady Bisons beat 
the number-three ranked team in the nation, 
Tampa, 3-2 on Harding's home field. 
"Tampa was a big win," Harris said. "Of 
course there was the revenge factor there, 
since they knocked us out of the NCAA tour-
nament last year. Winning that game proved 
that this year's team was capable of doing a 
lot; they were the highest-ranked team that 
we had ever beaten." 
Seniors Julie Akins, Hilary Rosenbaum 
and Elizabeth Jones are the three 
year's team will be better. "Tampa was a big win. 
Of course there was the 
revenge factor there, sil<:e 
they knocked us out of 
the NCAA tournament 
seniors leaving the Lady Bisons this 
year. 
last year." 
It!J 
11 -· 
AMBER BAZARGANl/Petit Jean 
Freshman Jordan Conley runs in the Ted Lloyd Invitational Oct. 8 in Searcy. Conley finished 
20th overall and ninth for Harding. Harding placed first out of four teams with 20 points. 
Harding to host 1 
GSC volleyball 
tournament 
The Lady Bisons are #1 West 
"I think you are going to see 
some major improvements in the 
teams two to three years from 
now," Faris said. "We have such 
a young team, I think that we 
didn't have enough time to put 
all of our skills together. Over 
time these young guys will learn 
how to play together really well 
on the field and will grow a lot as 
a team." 
GREG HARRIS, 
head couch 
Akins said she thinks the women 
had a lot of pressure put on them 
this year to repeat last year's perlor-
mance, which included qualifying 
for the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Division II national 
tournament. 
"I think we figured we would go 
out there and play just like last year's 
team did," Akins said. "We didn't 
understand why we weren't winning all of our 
games at the beginning of the season. I think 
we felt a lot of pressure to perform as well as 
we did last year, and we weren't focusing on 
having fun with it. We played some of our 
best games at the end of the season, when we 
didn't care as much about winning." 
Now carrying Seven jeans, 
James jeans, and more ... 
Nov.11 
12 p.m. -2 West vs. 3 East 
2:30 p.m. -1 East vs. 4 West 
5 p.m. -2 East vs. 3 West 
7:30 p.m. -1 West vs. 4 East 
Coach Greg Harris has been with the Bisons 
for five years and said he is amazed at how 
fast the season goes by every year. Harris said 
the teams played well in their last game on 
Friday, although Harding would have enjoyed 
beating UCA one last time before advancing 
to Division I next year. 
"Harding fought hard the whole game," 
. Harris said. "We wanted to win the whole 
time; it just didn't turn out like we wanted it 
to in the end." 
"For the men, we really wanted to make it 
to the conference tournament this year. For 
the women, we really wanted to improve on 
what we did last year," Harris said. 
Harris said both teams had tough schedules 
Junior Laura Bullington said she is already 
excited about next year. 
"I think next year's team _could have some 
great potential," Bullington said. "Most of our 
team is returning, and we are looking forward 
to starting all over again." · 
Harris said both teams will start their season 
training in the spring with a few tournament 
games throughout the semester. a 
Harding coach receives top honor 
Steve Guymon named GSC Cross Country Coach of the Year 
Staff reports 
Forthefourthyearinarow, 
cross country head coach Steve 
Guymon has been named the 
Gulf South Conference Coach 
of the Year. Guymon was 
named GSC Coach of the Year 
for 2005 on Nov. 1, making 
it his sixth GSC Coach of the 
Year award. 
Notonlywas Guymon named 
Men's Cross Country Coach 
of the Year, but he was also 
voted Women's Cross Country 
Coach of the Year. 
Under the direction of 
Guymon, the 
women have 
won two GSC 
Champion-
ships. 
Guymon is 
currently in 
Tampa, Fla., 
with both the 
men's and 
women's cross 
country teams for the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
Division II South Regional 
Meet Nov. 5. 
Both teams were 
named Gulf South 
Conference cham-
pions Oct. 22 in 
Memphis. 
In addition to 
coaching cross 
country, Guymon 
coaches the men's 
and women's track 
teams in the spring. 
He is also an assistant profes-
sor of kinesiology. a 
112 N. Spring St. 
Downtown Searcy, AR 
268-3434 -·\ 
1-800-732-595: y-"'"" 
v .. - : ff 
. f,' . /.Jlllt'' ( IN'l"ll {11 .(l'IHJ 
:l 
Nov.12 
12 p.m. -Semi-final #1 
1-2 W/ 3 Ewin vs.1 E/4 Wwin 
2:30 p.m. -Semi-final #2 
2-2 E/3 W win vs. 1 W /Ewin 
7:30 p.m. -FINALS 
STUDYING IS A PAIN IN THE NECK! 
But it doesn't have to be! 
If your study or athletic performance 
is less than it should be call 
268-CARE(2273). 
Dr. Kristy Ward and Dr. Tim Kamerman 
are here to serve your health needs. We are your home 
away from home chiropractors. 
Chiropractic Care Clinic 
2924 Hawkins Drive • Searcy, AR 
268-2273 
" 
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WALLY JARRATT/Searcy Sports 
Junior running back Kyle Wess breaks through a pack of Wonder Boys during the Oct. 29 Homecoming game in Searcy. Harding defeated ninth-ranked Arkansas Tech 27-10 in Searcy. 
No place like ho~e for victory 
Bisons intercept Homecomingwin over Wonder Boys 27-10 
CARSON FANT 
student reporter 
The ninth-ranked Arkansas Tech 
Wonder Boys fell to the·Bisons 27-10 
after a slow start by Harding Oct. 29 
in front of a Homecoming 
crowd of 6,807. 
Sophomore cornerback 
Robert Towns, named the 
John Prock Most Valuable 
Player of the Week, inter-
cepted three passes to tie 
a school record and lead a 
dominating defense effort TRIBBLE 
by Harding. Towns scored 
~total.points off Wonder .Boys 
miscues. 
"They were all good plays," head 
coach Randy Tribble said of Towns' 
interceptions. "We hadn't had anybody 
[intercept three passes] since 1989." 
Towns set up Harding's first scoring 
in the second quarter when he 
interce his first pass from Arkansas 
Tech quart ck Jason Campbell. 
On the ensuing ·ve, sophomore 
quarterback David Knighton hit junior 
running back Kyle Wess for a 32-yard 
gain. Two plays later Knighton ran 
in for touchdown. Junior Ben Davis' 
extra point cut the lead to 10-7, with 
9:32 left in the second quarter. 
Towns intercepted his second 
pass with 3:37 left before half-
time. Harding drove 35 yards 
before Davis tied the game with 
a 28-yard field goal. 
Tech's first drive of the third 
quarter ended when Towns 
intercepted his third pass of 
the game. Harding capitalized 
on the turnover when senior 
JJ.Illling...b_ackJ)ondtta~ Thomas ra 
for a six-yard touchdown. Davis' extra 
point gave Harding a 17-10 lead with 
5:52 left in the third quarter. 
Senior Adam Lybrand added to 
Harding's lead with his two-yard 
touchdown run with 14:19 left in the 
fourth quarter. Davis' extra point gave 
Harding a 24-10 lead. Davis set the 
final score with a 27-yard field goal 
with 6:18 remaining in the game. 
Arkansas Tech was not able to mount 
a scoring drive in their second-half 
comeback attempt. Two drives ended 
on downs, and another ended when 
senior cornerback Jeremy Fairrow 
intercepted a pass in the end zone, 
Arkansas Tech's fifth turnover of the 
game. 
Knighton completed 14 of 22 passes 
for 128 yards. Lybrand led the Bisons 
in receiving, with seven receptions for 
51 yards. 
Seniors Torrance Daniels and Izzy 
Fieilo led the Bison's defense with 
eight tackles each. 
Harding will host Ouachita Baptist 
Nov. 5. The Tigers are 2-6 in the GSC 
and 2-7 overall. However, Tribble 
said, in this rivalry records do not 
matter. 
"Everybody's going to play hard, 
and it's going to be physical," Tribble 
said. ''You've got to be on top of your 
game." 
"[Lybrand] understands our 
offense," Tribble said. "He's a 
good athlete, and as he's shown 
this week, he can catch the 
"He's a good athlete, 
and as he's shown 
this week, he can 
catch the football." 
For seniors, Saturday's 
game will be the final 
game of their Harding 
careers. 
.football." ' 
Thomas carried 14 times for 
83 yards and Wess carried 16 
times for 76 yards on a day in 
RANDYTRIBBLE, 
heod football coach 
'We've got 26 seniors 
we want to send out on 
a winning note," Tribble 
said. "They're real good 
football players, and which the Bisons rushed for 
over 200 yards. 
"[Thomas] has real good visions," 
Tribble said. "He has done a goodjol:> 
when he's gotten chances this year of 
running to the right spot when we run 
the zone play." 
·Tied school record 
for three intercep-
tions in one game 
they're just good people, and great 
leaders for our program." 
A ceremony honoring the seniors 
will be held approximately 20 min-
utes before the 2 p.m. kickoff at First 
Security Stadium. C 
·Scored 17 points 
off the miscues 
Think you know sports? Put your skills to the test in the Pizza Pro 
Sports Challenge. Fill out the form below and pick this weeks winners. The 
lucky sports guru who correctly picks the most winners will win two free 
buffets with drinks from Pizza Pro. Just drop off your completed entry form 
in the box next to the post office by curfew Friday. Good luck!! 
Box#:. ________ _ 
NFL 
_ Tennessee @ Cleveland _ 
_Detroit @ Minnesota_ 
_Chicago @ New Orleans_ 
NCAA 
_Texas A&M @Texas Tech_ 
_Tennessee @Notre Dame_ 
_ Illinois @ Boston College_ 
Tie Breaker: 
·Leads the season with 
six interceptions 
WALLY JARRATI/Searcy Sports 
Robert Towns: 
GSC Defensive 
Player of the 
Week 
BRIDGET CLARK 
The Inside 
Pitch 
Myst~ry 
remains 
in sports 
Surrounded by a field of players, parents, students and family members, head 
football coach Randy 
Tribble was in high demand 
to be congratulated with 
countless "good game, 
coach" comments and pats 
on the back after the 27-
10 victory Oct. 29 against 
Arkansas Tech. 
Tribble looked like he'd 
won the million-dollar 
jackpot. He walked with 
confidence as he left the 
field, an enormous smile 
radiating from his face. It 
was a scene coaches dream 
about, defeating a nationally 
ninth-ranked team on your 
home field. 
Although he was 
passionate, yet humble 
about bis team, Tribble 
kept in mind the tough haul 
the team encountered in 
capturing this win. 
"It's a big deal because 
it's the Homecoming game, 
and the alumni, ex-Bisons 
and many other fans were all 
here to witness it," Tribble 
said. "Sure, we've had a wall 
up some this season, but 
today we broke it, and I'm so 
proud of these guys." 
Let's face the facts: The 
Bisons aren't going to the 
play-offs, nor will they 
be part of the Gulf South 
Conference championships, 
but they successfully 
eliminated the Wonder Boys' 
chance for a-playoff-spot this 
season. 
Arkansas Tech wasn't 
the only nationally ranked 
team Harding defeated this 
season. 
Valdosta State lost to 
. Harding 16-13 Sept. 17. 
At the time, Valdosta was 
ranked number one. This 
win was the first win for 
Harding over a number-one 
ranked team since Harding 
joined the NCAA in 1997. 
The Bisons didn't 
randomly decide to pull 
their act together and play 
hard those two games; it was 
obvious the passion had been 
there before, just perhaps 
not executed to the fullest 
extent. 
Henderson State defeated 
Harding 23-0 Oct. 1, the first 
shutout in 106 games for the 
Bisons. This is probably one 
of the worst feelings for a 
coach, losing to a team that 
was 1-3 in GSC play. 
· This leads to one of the 
great mysteries of sports: 
why do players win when 
they are predicted to lose, 
and lose when they should 
win? 
The Nov. 5 game against 
Ouachita Baptist should 
be, to a degree, an easy win 
for the Bisons, especially 
if they keep the ball on the 
ground and focus on rushing. 
Ouachita Baptist is 2-6 in 
the GSC, and Harding is 3-5. 
Statistically Harding should 
overcome the Tigers, who 
are last in the GSC in rushing 
defense and total defense. 
Will this game be one of 
those sports mysteries where 
the Bisons lose? 
The answer is uncertain 
until 5 p.m. Nov. 5 when 
Tribble exits the field for the 
last time this season. C 
BRIDGET ClARK is the sports editor for 
the Bison. She may be contacted at 
badari<@harding.edu. 
Guess the final score of Saturday's football game 
_Harding vs. Ouachita Baptist_ 
------ --------------------------
Last Week's Winner: Ronny Rozzell 
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With the late arrival of fall, 
Bison photographer Chelsea 
Roberson attempted to find 
hints of the bright colors this 
week. These photographs 
depict what fall has greeted the 
community with so far this year. 
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